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they may be; when fired from a stationary position,
against so large a target as a ship. Had the bat-
teries search-lights they could easily locate us, while
we could locate them only by the flash of their guns.

When we were ten miles from Boca Grande we
judged, as we saw signal lights flash, that we had
already been sighted either by small vessels acting
as scouts or by land lookouts. El Fraile was passed
by the flag-ship at a distance of half a mile and was
utilized as a point of departure for the course up the
bay clear of the San Nicolas Shoals. When El Fraile
bore due south (magnetic) the course was changed
to northeast by north. We were not surprised to
find the usual lights on Corregidor and Caballo
Islands and the San Nicolas Shoals extinguished, as
this was only a natural precaution on the part of the
Spaniards,

There were no vessels, so far as we could see, cruis-
ing off the entrance, no dash of torpedo-launches
which might have been expected, no sign of life be-
yond the signalling on shore until the rear of the
column, steaming at full speed, was between Cor-
regidor and El Fraile.

As we watched the walls of darkness for the first
gun-flash, every moment of our progress brought its
relief, and now we began to hope that we should get
by without being fired on at all But about ten
minutes after midnight, when all except our rear
ships had cleared it, the El Fraile battery openeddown and finally theltr ^juc-
